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SNOWBOUND WITH JOHN
rwnnTEN rOA THE SCN'DAT nErCliUCl HgppMBiHHaHBaBsaiRMBaaHa

To one of the great upheavals of nature
I was indebted for meeting John "Wilkes

Eocth and remaining In close companion-

ship with liira for nearly two week?.

Jt was In the winter of l'C-S- . when this

remarkable genius was thrown upon my
hospitality, and notwithstanding- - the fact
that ho liccame the assassin of President
X.lncoln h few vears afterwards, I have
ever since regarded Iilm as one of the most
fascinating characters with whom I have
come in contact during a lifetime that has
thrown me in the company of many dis-

tinguished person.
I was the station agent and telegraph

operator at Cameron. Mo., through one of
tho severest snowstorms the country had
ever experienced, and which caused great
mffering and loss of life and property
throughout the Northwest. I became ac-

quainted with Booth. The Hannibal and
St. Joseph I tail road was at that time the
unly railroad line in Missouri, and was. In

truth, the only railroad running west of
the Miaislpp! River, except a fchort line
running from St. Louis to Warrensburg.
whli-- Is now-- a part of the Missouri Pacific
system.
J'ooth Arrived at Cameron on a
Snow-ik'lute- il Kxprcss Train.

The iworle of North Missouri depended
ipon the llannilMl road as a means of shlp-Jiin- g

their ovcrsupply of grain and live
Mock to Chicago and the lastcrn markets,
and during that winter an Immense number
uf hogs were gathered near the different

awaiting their turn to be shipped
eastward.

Cameron, now one of the leading towns of
JCorthwest Missouri, was at the time of
which I write only a small station of ICO In-

habitants, situated Just thlrty-fli- e miles
east of St. Joseph The winter thirty or
forty ears ago were much colder In the
Northwest than they are now, and the one
1 mention especially was the coldest then
known.

The citizens of Cameron awoke one morn-
ing In December to find a terrific miow-Ftor- tn

pre ailing. The storm began some
time after midnight, and did not abate Its
furj for about forty hours. When the fall
of snow- - on the level was discovered to be
tntnty-clgh- t Inches. The wind blew from
the northwest during the entire storm, and
the snow was drifted In many places as
high ns twenty fett

About 6 o'clock on the evening after the
beginning of the blizzard the east-boun- d

express arrhed at Cameron from St. Jo-

seph In n, sorry plight. The train had been
fighting its way all day through the fast-drifti-

snow and could neither proceed on
Its way or return to St. Joseph on account
rjf the heavy snowdrifts.
3'ragedian and His Company
iVVcre En Route to St Louis.

When the storm finally ceased the next
nfternoon the lllage of Cameron was prac-
tically Isolated from tho outside world. Tim
railroad was completely blockaded and the
Fnow was so deep and badly drifted the
farmers could not get to town. Among the
passengers upon the train were John WJlkes
Booth and his theatrical company. They
were returning from an engagement on the
Pacific slope and were billed to appear at
DeBarB Opera-hous- e In St. Louis about
two weeks from tho day they arrived at
Cameron. There was but one small hotel
In Cameron, and the village was already
rretty well crowded with hog and cattle
buers from the Bast.

Tho advent of the people on the train
made the question of accommodations a
s,ery serious one, and the landlord of the
hotel was almost distractol in his efforts tu
make room for his would-b- o guests.

In the fall I had luted up a, very com-

fortable room In the depot, where I lodged

I took mr meals at the hotel.
I observed one very rrepossessing gen-

tleman among the theatrical people who
spoke with authority and appeared to be
one of the leaders of tha combination. Som
Impulse moted me to do my part towards
entertaining the snowbound strangers, and
X said to him:

"Pardon me, sir, I have quite a comfort-
able room over In the station house, which
3 can share with one gentleman until bet-

ter arrangements can be made."
Prepossessing Stranger Proved
to e Edwin Booth's Brother.

Ho thanked me heartily ior my offer, and
extending his hand to me said:

"My name Is Booth, and the gentlemen
end ladies sou see with me compose my
theatrical company, who have plaed to-

gether during our Pacific Coast tour. I will
ho very grateful to you for jour generous
hospitalitj, and will be jour guest mjself
until the snows have cleared away suff-
iciently to permit us to proceed on our Jour-ti- cj

"
Thus It happened that I was thrown Into

plose companionship with the great actor,
which continued for a number of dav, and
which I have ever since regarded as one
of the most pleasant episodes of my life-

time. Eo agreeably was I entertained by
roy own guest and so greatly was I often
fascinated by this somewhat erratic but
fcingulirly remarkable child of gmlus.

Being a joung man. Just out of college
lit the time, I was somewhat impressionable,
no doubt, but now, after the lapse of so
many scare of wider experience, I have
found no reason for changing the opinions
1 formed of Wilkes Booth while he was
snowbound and my guest at Cameron.

r w ere together almost all of the time
dunns the maw blockade, for we took our
meals together. slept together and Booth
made my office Ills headquarters during tha
mornings and afternoons.

(tome of John Wilkes Booth's
pekyll and Hyde Characteiistics.

lie was so different to any man I have
ever met before or sinco It Is Impossible to
give the reader a proper Idea of his unique
personality and peculiar characteristics by
drawing comparisons between himself and
any one else. There wag not an hour dur-

ing the entire time bo remained with :ne
that soma new and interesting, phase of his
character was not unfolded to me. and I
was continually wondering to m J self what
kind of a human being the winter winds
and enow had suddenly cast upon my

life.
No man was ever more generously en-

dowed with manly strength and beauty,
and I have never beheld another roan whose
face could express so many varied emo-

tions. From a look that was the rlcture
of sunshine and Joy, his face conld change
Instantly to one of the deepest dejection
and wee. "We bad not been together but a
few da) a until I discovered that he had
practically a dual nature, one of which
was of tha most lovable and attractive de-
scription, whilst the other was morose, tac-

iturn and gloomy.
I have said It was Impossible to compare

John Wilkes Booth to any other man, but
there is one n character In fic-

tion whom Booth In a. general way strik-
ingly resembled. This person we find In
"The Strange Story- - of Doctor Jekyll and
Mr. Hydc'-- If It Is possible among the hu-
man kind for a man to possess two antag-
onistic natures, I am confident that Booth's
contradictory characteristics were to be ac-
counted for in this way. for It seems utter-
ly Impossible for me to reconcile the Booth
I learned to admire so much In the llttia
depot at Cameron wits ona capable of

assassination.
When tha report flashed orer the country, few rears Iatar that President Lincoln

had baas shot to death la a Washington
by tte rotea acton 'eta .Wilkes
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Booth. I could not bellcv It until the
evidence was emphitlc and conclusive.

His whole demeanor toward mjself and
ever' one with whom he came In contact
at Cameron was so frank, open and gen-

erous as to preclude the idea that he was
capable of being the ringleader In the
tragic event which ended his life career
and caused the Ignominious death of a
number of others.
He Was as a the

Whom He
Several little children plajed around the

depot every day while Booth was there,
and with theie Innocent creatures he soon
became a prime favorite. He would teach
them games and engage in snowball battles
with them. Sometimes they would all Join
against him and give him much the worst
of It, but he took It all In perfect good na-

ture and was as rollicking and boisterous
as the test of them.

J'or many weeks after hN departure the
little girls apd bos would ask me when
"Mr. Hoots" was coming back again

He had the masterful faculty of making
himself with almost every
one, but alwavs retaining thiir reiect and
esteem. In fact, it was impossible for any
one to Come in contact with this remark-
able man without recognizing hi superiori-
ty to ordinary mortals and being charmed
with his engaging iiersonallty.

Like all great actors, he was fond of lit-

erature, but he had his especial favorites,
first among whom were Victor Hugo. Sir
Walter Scott. Bron, Tennji-o- and Kdsa1-A-

.

Poe. I used to read an hour or two to
him every night, while he would repoe
on the bed smoking his pipe and comment
in an Intelligent manner upon what I read
to him. He claimed that Tennyson's "Pal-
ace of Art" was one of the laureate's mas-
terpieces, but contended that most admirers
of that poet failed to read that poem care-
fully enough to grasp Its beautiful structure
and poetic imagery, as he termed It.

Habit of the Floor While
on Hugo.

To some of Victor Hugo's sublime utter-
ances he would listen with rapt attention
and then get up and pace the floor while
he commented upon the greatness of the
author.

"There Is a great man." he w ould remark.
"There Is a sublimely great man.who can do
something that is Immortal, who can pic-

ture what is really grand and glorious, and
whoso soarings toward the infinite demon-
strate to us ordinary human beings what
pigmies we are. I would rather be a Hugo,
a Byron or a Tcnnvson for one short day
than to be an Alexander, Napoleon of Fred-
erick the Great for a lifetime."

It was during one of these
that his nature would seem to change, and.
throwing carelessly aside whatever he hap-

pened to have in his hand, and as much as
to say: "What Is life, anyway?" he would
seize hit guitar and sing a drinking song
or some wild and weird melody, as nobody
but Booth himself could render It.

One night I asked him to tell roe some-

thing about his father and about the early
days of the drama In this country, and es-

pecially about the stories I
had often read. He had not Indulged In pro-

fessional talk at all since wa had been to-

gether, and smiled at roy request.
Ton want soma shop talk, eht" he re-

plied. "Well, I have been to--

crgct as far ai possible the prosy rigmarol
of tha profeesioo while, old Boreas to hold
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ing m csptlve. To be candid with you, the
profession is a very theme
with me. I like its great climaxes the same
as I do the great upheavals in nature or the
meteoric flashes In human life, but the- al-

most endless details, the
weary me, although 1 know they are nece-frj- ry

in the upbuilding of anything."
"Speaking of storming." he continued. "I

remember one Incident In the career cf my
father that proved to be the regular thing
sure enough, and It was caused by an un-

fortunate the same ns has
overtaken me here. I was onlv 10 years old
when it happened, but had already plaved
bovs" parts and thought I was considerable
of an actor. The company had been en-

gaged by the citizens of a 'mill town In

Central New York to give a performance
on Christmas night. The new town hall, or
opera-hous- e, was to be dedicated that night,
and the people had gotten up a programme
for both day and night thai was to make
that Christmas one of the red-lett- dajs
In the history of the town. Our company
arrived there Christmas Kve and was given I

an honorable reception by the Major aul '
leading citizens. Men, women and children I

looked forward to the coming day as the
small boy generally anticipates the advent
of a circus Into a village. But. alas, when
ChrlstmaB morning dawned, the opera-hous- e

was a mass of smouldering ruins.
Famous Old Almost
Shed Tears Over

"My father was In despair and the people
almost shed tears over what they consid-
ered a dire calamity. After breakfast my
father went out for a walk, no doubt for
the purpose of trying to shake off the keen

he felt. In less than an
hour he returned to the hotel, full of ener-
gy, and said to the members of the com-
pany: 'The show will be given. Let every
one get ready to lend a helping hand, for
much work will have to be done before
night.'

"It seems thatiln strolling around town
my father passed a large frame structure
that was Just being completed and was In-

tended for a livery, stable and barn. Tha
Idea at once occurred to him that the build-

ing could be used for a theater, and he lost
no time In making arrange-
ments with the owner. It soon became
known all over town that the
was to take place. Scores of men came for-

ward and volunteered to assist In get tint?
the house ready for the play. The citizens
donated chairs, tables and anything else
they possessed that was needed for the
night's and before supper
time the company congratulated Itself
upon having constructed a very gooJ place
for the

"Big turkey dinners, fireworks and the
drinking of eggnogg had been the order of
day and at night every one was primed
for the theatrical

"The town was crowded with visitors
from the surrounding country, and when
the box office opened my father had the
pleasure of seeing hundreds In Una ready
to go Jn. By S o'clock the huge pile of
money had been taken in, and every seat
was full, with a number standing us In
the aisles.
Pile of Gold and Silver
Every of the

"During my whole career since that night
I have never seen a company of actor who
were more enthusiastic and filled with a

WILKES

company was on this occasion. The old
gentleman himself, after glancing at, the
big pile of silver and sold on the treasu-
re's table, was full of Arc and the

opened with a grand hurrah. The
play was 'Hlchard III." and-m- father said
ever afterwards that during his whole life
before the footlights he had never beheld a
play rendered with more cenulne energy
and enthusiasm, wherein the actors plajed
thntr iUff.F.nt navta n .. ..ll.lA.lti . it
they were plajlng to a royal audience. I
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WIUTTTC FOR THE UXDAT REPUBLIC.
The relations between the time card of a

railroad and tha chief train dispatcher are
Interesting and Intricate. Brought down to
a simplified form. It might be stated that
the time card Is the er governor
of a railroad, however, by tha
train dispatcher during a storm, wreck, or
any violence or mishap which throws the
machinery out of gear. Qlven fair weather,
an absence of delays by accident, or an

of the track, and the time
card of a railroad will run
all but the wild trains that are picked up
hastily to take care of a vast amount of
freight business that can be attended to In
no other way, or a special passenger train,
the schedule ot which requires that ft be
run on other time than as a second section
of some passenger train.

The time table In its original form, be-

fore it has been reduced to print or even
to writing. Is a most Interesting piece of
work. A small boy might describe it as
resembling a blackboard on
missionary day, the arising
largely from the white with
the black lines, and the pins and the red
cord that mark the outline of what will
afterwards be reduced to the printed fold-

ers. The ordinary train board ! about 4
feet In length by 3 feet In height, an la
divided Into first the hours
and then the minutes of an entire day. The
board has as many divisions aa theie are
stations on the road. These lines, extend-
ing from top to bottom and trees, one side
to the other, make the board look like 'a
mass of lines and laterUaes.

When it comes to" making a tine card the
traffic official, usually the genera! passen-
ger agent and his assistants, hold a confer-
ence and decide what trslne Uey weeid like
to have, and make their

--After them the freight trasao aea relate
kw ataar aecsW trajM -

BOOTH CAMERON, MOt
He would co over every morning and I
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Several little children played around the day while Booth

was there sometimes they would all join against him and give
him much the worst of it.

MAKING UP A RAILROAD TIME

INTRICATE

CAUSING

OFFICIALS
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depot'every

"One- - circumstance added much to the
realism of the affair, as a barnstorming
enterprise. The room adjoining. Intended
for the vehicle department of the stable,
was utilized that night for the accommoda-
tion of the horses and mules. The parti-
tion had not been entirely completed en

the two rooms, and the audience
could plainly observe the animals mumhing
their hay in the stalls."

Here Booth chuckled to hlmsMf and re-

marked: "Wonder if Richard would have
offered his kingdom for a horse, it the ani-

mals were as plentiful and convenient nn
the real Bosworth field as they were at this
mimic representation. Besides lie might
have had the choice of a bor-- or a mule,
whichever was best suited to his necessi-
ties.

Festivities Ended With a Wed-
ding and an All-Nig- Ball.

"The festivities ended with a wedding ami
a grand ball at the hotel, which lifted un-

til morning, with almost ever- - one In a con
dition which maeht lie termed comfortably
drunk. Uf course 'the ghost walked' like '

require, and the two statements are sub-

mitted to the president and the opt rntlng
officials together. The recommendation of
the operating officials, headed by the gen-

eral superintendent. If there be one, usually
prevails. If the card lie that of the Wheel- -

I Ing and Lake Krle I tn II road, a section uf
I whose board Is shown, the tratllc men will
I announce that they want so many trains a

day out of Toledo for Wheeling, and so
J manj- - out of Wheeling for Toledo and Clevc--I

land.
Pti nsAAaitilva atats Ihol. la s..AWas ilrs,fAAll's yiuvvruuiv atiti !, CHIIf'sls

The operating men know about the time It
Is desired to start the train from the ter-

minal, and also know condttloSis prevailing
along the lines which will enable the train
to make a certain time between each of
the stations. For Instance, the distance be-

tween Toledo and Manhattan Junction is
two and two-tent- miles. The train which
leaves at !.3 o'clock In the morning Is a

12, i
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a lord that morning and tha company took
Its departure, feeling greatly elated over
the success of what promised at first to be
a dismal failure."

Three or four mornings after Booth's ar-
rival he came rushing Into the depot office
In a state of almost convulsive merriment.
"Cnmii with me." he said, "and I will
show you something that will make you
feel like dropping to the floor.

I had an Idea of what ha had discovered.
but said nothing and went along with him.
We crossed the railroad track and. entered
the one saloon In town, kept by John
Shurtz. A score of men were standing
around and Shurtz was busy thawing out
his bottles of whisky, which had been fro-
zen solid and which he thawed out every
morning by placing them on a frame struc-
ture around the stove. Hera each mornlrg
a thirsty crowd would wait while their
morning dram was converted Into liquid
form. During those war days the adultera-
tion of whisky had become an old story to
Ml'Miurlans. but the thawing out process
caused Booth the greatest amusement
while lie remained snowbound.

fast one. and. taking the fact that the traH
musy run through the Toledo yards Into
consideration. It Is decided at once to make
th running time between those two sta-t!ou- :i

nt seven minutes. A pin Is placed In
the board of thrt Toledo cross-lin- e at the
?. point, ard then Is slanted diagonally
acros the board until it strikes Manhat-
tan Junction at 9:37 a. m . or seven minute
spaces to the right. Another pin Is placed
In that point, and the string Is fastened to
It.

If It should be desired that the train lie
over at that point for five minutes, this Is
noted on the train board by the string be-

ing run horizontally on the Manhattan
Junction line for five minutes. If the train
Is supposed to be In motion, again the
string Is slanted towsrd the next station.
Kach southbound train Is "strung tip." ss
they term It. In the same manner, until all
of the southbound trains have been pro- -
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watch the sa!oirkeeper at his work anl
upon hl return Indulge In the drulleunvjj?
mot an,ulng comment? upon the peculiar
procedure. "I have seen the- - time." ha1 J
would remark, "when I couldn't get a drink
because I was dead broke and fur other Jf
reasons, but this 1 the tirt time I e.'ei
had to wait for them to thaw it out."

Occult Dream of a
Hideous Assassination.

It was on the second night. I think re tBooth's departure for the Kast. when
an incident occurred which did not Impress J
me very forclblj- - at the time, but In the V
light of subsequent events seemed tu 1 ,
quite remarkable. I have never leeii nnuh
of a believer In Spiritualism. orLuitisni. th- -

communion of souN or anj thing in that i

line, and I have no theory to advance now f1

regarding the singular occurrence . but "J

deem the circumstances wortbj" if relating, 1
We had retired that night about 12 o'cloek

after having spent a delightful evening ii
reading, music and conversitlon Uim dlf- - j
ferent subjects. Along about 2 o'clock I 1
awoke to find mjself struggling like a mail
man in the arms of Booth, who was doing-
his utmost to hold me still ami awaken 4

me. After becoming thorough!- - awakened:
It required several minutes for me to re- -
cover from the experiences I hail passed: 7.
through In a hideous nightmare when I re- - ,,
lated the substance of my dream to Booth.

It appeared to mc that I was walking .
along the streets of a large city that wero i
shrouded in darkness: to suih an extent
that I had to feel my way along the build- - 4
Ings. Suddenly a pistol shot disturbed tho
deathlike stillness and a large building'
loomed up before me with light flashing
from its hundred windows.

I was standlrg at the enframe of an alley
and became all at once panic stricken and
started to run through the .illev'. A. in
my dream. I dashed alorg. th scene seemed
to be lit up with meteorlUe brightness and
I beheld a man emerge from the rarot tb fbuilding and rush towards me. An lmpul
seized upon me to bar his way, and as ws
met he drew a dagger, as if to strike m
down.
Booth.

When our ejes met I recognized I
That was all I remembered until I found

myself struggling In his arms.

Dream Was Becalled by the Fate
of President Lincoln.

The following spring I entered the army,
and thought nothing more of the matter,
until In 1865, when the country was electri-
fied by the announcement that President
Lincoln had been assassinated by John
Wilkes Booth. I was stationed at Fayctte-vlll- e.

Ark., at the time, and upon reading
tha story of the assassination a vivid rec-
ollection of my dream In the little depot iat Cameron flashed upon me.

A week passed away, and. although tha Vrailroad company had a small army of men iemployed clearing the track, traffic was btilt
wholly lrterrupted. The telegraph lines had
been repaired and a day or two afterwards
word came that the road was clear as far
west as Chllllcothe. which was forty miles,
east of Cameron. Tha time was drawing
near for Booth to fin his engagement In St.
Louis, and as tha railroad authorities an-
nounced it would require soma days long-
er to clear tha track between Chllllcothe
and Cameron. It became necessary for
Booth to Invent soma means. If possible,
of getting to Cbilllcotbe- -

Booth Traveled From Cameron
to Chillicothe in a Sleigh- -

The weather had been extremely cold and
the snow was hard eaohgh to bear a sleigh
and team, so Booth hit upon tha Idea ot
hiring a man to fit up two large sleds with
double runners and a huge wagon body
upon each one In which the company could
traverse the necessary forty miles.

The morning of their departure they filled
the wagon bodies with straw and with
their numerous wraps and a few buffalo
robes were enabled to proceed quite com-
fortably. Just before getting in the sleigh
Booth enook me heartily by the hand and
said In his usual captivating manner:

"Good-tr- y; the next time I see you I hops
It wlU be In Washington, where I can re-

ciprocate your hospitality.
Such was John Wilkes Booth as I beheld

him in my younger days and I.repeat that
I have never had occasion for changing
my estimate of his character, even after
reviewing It from a riper experience of life.

When I remember Booth at this remote
day. I find myself comparing him to Byron
and Poe. mjsterious. Inscrutable and gifted
with something in his nature that reminds
m of the soaring eagle or a flashing star.

W. F. B.

CARD.
vlded for. The board then would present
the appearance of a series of seemingly
meaningless lines drawn diagonally on Its.

1

fee. "rjf
When It comes to adjusting" the running

time of the northbound trains to that of the
southbound train, the trouble begins. The
northbound trains are marked up on the
bottom of the board In a similar manner to
those at the top of the board, and as they
make progress across the country the lines)
representing them are creeping nearer to
the right-han- d side of the board. Naturally.
If the road be a long one. the trains meet-
ing will make cross-line- s on the map sotne-wher- e.

The difficulty is for the superin-
tendents to so adjust the running tInraTaC
these trains to meet the demands of Jhe
business and still have them come within (
the possibilities of the facilities of the -track. -

For Instance, if a through fretent train,
that always carries forty-fiv- e cars, meets
another train regularly at a certain place
which has about an equal number of cars,
one of those trains must be sidetracked;
hence It Is necessary to cause them to meet
at a place where the road has siding facili-
ties for forty-fiv- e cars, or more-- These ffU '
tie points make It a puzzling task at times?

adjust the schedule Just right and-mak- s --

the proceedings long drawn out.
After the board has been entirely "strung

the full details of it are taken oft and pot
Into printed form, making what they call
the working card of the trains. Thfci shows
where all of the trains meet, and which
trains are supposed to be In the same victn- -
Ity at the same time. This working card
g)ves the exact time every train Is supposed -- .
to be at every point on the road. In case .
anything happens to prevent the complete
carrying out of the dictates of this card, it
is a matter for the chief train dispatcher'to)
adjust. It Is then that he steps in AHA

-.es bold of the reins of the road. At, --

such times he Is empowered to change. ,$
temporarily, of course, the entire face,, of ,

theworkIng card, and is enabled to make
another card that suits the need of I fie '"

rv " 'hour.

Coatent.
Content to come, content to go.

Content to wrestle or to race
Content to know or not to know.

Each In his place.

Lord, grant us grace to love Thee so;
That glad of heart and glad of face,,, , n

At ! va vnav nit ttlvh r Ia,
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Where pleasures now as rivers flow., ., 3;
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